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Create a beautiful, embroidered message for your 
Valentine. Design or draw a special love note, then use 
The Dream Machine to scan and digitize the message. 
To save yourself a step, embroider onto heavyweight 
denim to avoid the need for a stabilizer. Denim also adds 
an interesting rugged contrast to the sweetness of your 
message.

Time Required: 1 hour
Skill Level: Intermediate

MATERIALS REQUIRED 
 
• Brother’s The Dream Machine
• The Dream Machine scanning attachment
• Embroidery thread: white, red, and burgundy
• Embroidery bobbin thread: black
• Heavyweight denim 
• 8.5” x 11” frame
• Design software or paper and a marker
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1.  Create your own message using design software, combining text and an image. If you would prefer,  
hand-draw something, or even use something existing such as a love note.

2.  Print the message and attach it to The Dream Machine’s scanning mat with the provided magnets.  
If you have Brother’s BES4 software, you can send the design to your Dream Machine wirelessly.

3.  Put the scanning mat into the machine, and make sure it’s locked in place.

   

INSTRUCTIONS 
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4.  From the machine’s home page, select “My Design Center”.

5.  Select “Illust.” then “Scan”.

   

6.  When the notification screen appears, select “OK” and the machine will scan your message.

      

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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7.   Click and drag the red arrows to crop into the message in order to remove the green magnets  
from the final scanned image file.

8.  Select “OK”, wait while it processes, then select “OK” again.

   

9.   Adjust the size or rotate the image as needed. I left mine as-is because I designed it to fit and because  
of the orientation I want within the frame. Select “Set”.

   

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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10.   Select the paintbrush fill tool and the colour you want, then fill each area of your message individually.  
(Although I will embroider the heart border in white, I’ve shown it black here so it’s easy to identify.)

         
   

11.   Select “Preview” then make fine adjustments as desired. Select “OK” when ready.  
You’ll now see a preview of the thread colours and embroidery duration.

      

   

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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12.  Hoop your denim (I’ve used an 8” x 12” hoop), 

   

13.  Change your presser foot to an embroidery foot. 

14.  Put the hoop in the machine and load your machine with the first thread colour.

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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15.  Select “Set” then select “OK”. Select “Embroidery” and the machine may adjust to prepare.

      

16.  Lower the presser foot, and the start/stop arrow will turn green indicating you’re all set.

17.    Press the green arrow to begin embroidering your first colour. The machine will embroider  
until it’s time to change threads.

   

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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18.   If you want to skip some of the steps that the machine is dictating, select the needle image with  
the plus and minus signs. Then select the up double-arrows to advance to the stiches you want. 

      

19.  When the machine stops, load your next thread, lower the presser foot, and press the green arrow again. 

   

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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20.  Repeat Step 19 until you’ve completed your entire design.

      

      

21.  Remove the hoop from the machine and trim all of your jump threads.

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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22.  Cut the denim so it’s the perfect size for the inside of your frame.

23.  Place the message inside your frame, face down.

24.  Leave your loving message somewhere it will be found and enjoyed on Valentine’s Day.

INSTRUCTIONS (CONT’D) 
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